Bumnyck 42 Tom 2 ISSN 2663-4880 (print), ISSN 2663-4899 (online)

PO34lN 2
FTEPMAHCBKI MOBMU

UDC 37.091.313:811](477):37.013.32]=111
DOI https://doi.org/10.32782/tps2663-4880/2025.42.2.11

CLIL IN UKRAINE: PATHWAYS TO BILINGUAL EDUCATION
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This article presents a comprehensive analysis of the implementation of the Content and Language Integrated Learning
(CLIL) methodology within the educational framework of Ukraine. The primary objective of this exploration is to assess the
effectiveness of CLIL in enhancing student learning outcomes, identify the challenges faced in its application, and examine
the potential advantages it presents to schools throughout the country.

The study delves into current pedagogical practices observed in Ukrainian classrooms that employ the CLIL approach,
studying cases of some Ukrainian schools. It evaluates how these practices influence students' engagement and proficiency,
particularly in both language acquisition and the comprehension of subject-specific content. By systematically analyzing
various case studies and classroom experiences, the article seeks to paint a clearer picture of the overall effectiveness of
CLIL in fostering a more integrated learning experience.

The research explores the integration of the CLIL methodology into the national education system, highlighting
successful implementations and areas needing improvement. It collects insights from educators and policymakers to adapt
CLIL effectively across different academic settings. The article emphasizes CLIL's positive impact on students' language
skills and content mastery, which is crucial for preparing them for a globalized world.

The discussion culminates in a set of key recommendations for future research to enhance CLIL practices in Ukraine's
education system. These include promoting collaboration among educators, developing teacher training programs, and
creating supportive resources. By focusing on these areas, the article aims to strengthen CLIL implementation and enrich
students' educational experiences nationwide.

Key words: Content and Language Integrated Learning (CLIL), foreign language teaching, integrated learning,
educational methodology.

Y cTaTTi npeactaBneHO KOMMIEKCHWM aHamni3 ynpoBafXeHHs MeTOAOoMorii NpeaMEeTHO-MOBHOIO iHTerpoBaHoro
HasyaHHs (Content and Language Integrated Learning, CLIL) B ocBiTHilh cuctemi Ykpainu. OCHOBHOK METOH JOCHIAKEHHS
€ ouiHka egekTmBHocTi CLIL y nigBuLeHHi pe3ynsTaTMBHOCTI HaBYaHHS 3000yBadiB OCBITU, BU3HAYEHHS! BUKIWKIB, LLO
BMHMWKAIOTb Y NPOLIEC NOr0 3aCTOCYBaHHS, @ TaKOX BUSIBIIEHHSI NOTEHLINHWX Nepesar AN 3aknagis OCBiTU N0 BCiv KpaiHi.

HocnigmkeHHs 30cepesXyeTbCsi HA CydacHWUX NedaroriyHMX NpakTuKax, Lo 3acTOCOBYOTLCS, BNPOBaMKYHOUM METOAMKY
CLIL Ha npuknagi okpemux YKpaiHCbKuX LUKin. MMpoaHani3oBaHO BMNMB AAHOMO NiAXody Ha 3auikaBneHicTb 3m00yBadiB
OCBITW Y HaBYanbHOMY MpPOLECi i piBEHb iXHBOI YCMILIHOCTI, 30kpemMa y cdepi BOMOAIHHA iHO3EMHOK MOBOK, a TaKoX
KpaLloro 3acBOEHHS npeaMeTy. 3aBAsKM CMCTEMATWYHOMY BMBYEHHIO KEMCIB Ta HaBYanbHOMO AOCBIQY MPaKTUYHOrO
3actocyBaHHsi CLIL okpecneHo GinbLu YiTke ysiBMEHHS Npo e(PEKTUBHICTb A4AHOTO niaxody Y OpMyBaHHi iHTErpoBaHOMo
OCBITHBOIO CepefoBuLLa.

Y poborTi gocnigkeHo iHTerpauito metogonorii CLIL y HauioHanbHy cuctemy OCBITW, OKPECNEHO MPUKaamn YCnillHOro
BMPOBAPKEHHSA Ta HaNpsiMu1, siki NOTPebyrTb NoAanbLUIOro BAOCKOHaNeHHs. NpoaHanizoBaHo HanpauoBaHHS nejaroris
Ta NpeaCcTaBHUKIB OCBITHBOI MOMITUKKM Woao edekTuBHoi aganTauii CLIL y pisHux akagemivHmx KoHTekcTax. [igkpecneHo
NO3WUTUBHWUIA BMAIMB METOZOMOTIT HA PO3BUTOK iHLLOMOBHOI KOMMETEHTHOCTI 3000yBaYviB OCBITV Ta 3aCBOEHHS NPEeaMETHUX
3HaHb, WO € HaA3BNYaNHO BaXXNMUBUM YMHHMKOM ANS NiArOTOBKM 0 XUTTS Y rnobanizoBaHOMY CyChifbCTBI.
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HaBeneHo OCHOBHI pekoMeHaaLii Ans nojanbluMxX HayKOBUX OOCMIQKEHb 3 METOK BAOCKOHaneHHs npakTtuk CLIL
B OCBITHI cMCTeMi YKpaiHW, akTMBi3ytoumM CMiBNpaLo Mk negaroramu, po3pobnsioum nporpamu nigBuLLEHH: KBanidikawii.
3ocepemxmnBLLN yBary Ha LUux Hanpsimax, nokpallyeTecs epeKTuBHICTb ynposagkeHHs CLIL Ta 36arauyeTbcsa akagemivyHmn

focsig 3000yBayiB OCBITM y MacluTabax yCiei kpaiHu.

Knio4oBi cnoBa: npegmeTHO-MOBHe iHTerpoBaHe HaeyaHHs (CLIL), BMKnagaHHs iHO3eMHOI MOBW, iHTerpoBaHe

HaBYaHHA, METOAMKA HaBYaHHA.

Problem statement. Content and Language
Integrated Learning (CLIL) is a highly effective
educational approach that focuses on teaching sub-
jects through a foreign language, integrating con-
tent knowledge with language skills [1; 3]. Initially
developed in Europe, CLIL has gained widespread
popularity around the world. Notably, countries such
as Ukraine have begun to integrate CLIL into their
educational systems [4; 5], reflecting its growing
significance in contemporary education. The CLIL
methodology offers a unique opportunity to meet this
demand while enriching students' knowledge across
various subjects [10; 11], aligning well with the coun-
try’s educational reforms aimed at promoting multi-
lingualism and modernizing teaching practices [11].

However, the implementation of CLIL in Ukraine
faces challenges, such as the readiness of teachers,
the availability of appropriate materials, cultural atti-
tudes toward language learning, and the adaptation of
the methodology to local contexts [8]. Additionally,
concerns arise about effectively integrating CLIL
into the existing curriculum while balancing subject
mastery with language acquisition [11].

Analysis of existing research on CLIL. Content
and language integrated learning is a new and innov-
ative approach to language learning that is gaining
popularity in Ukraine and around the world. Numerous
research studies have demonstrated that CLIL stands
as a highly effective method for equipping graduates
with the necessary skills and readiness for their future
practical life and the job market. Ukrainian scholars
(O. Bielska, O. Kordyu, Y. Roudnik, I. Shevchenko,
N. Yevtushenko) underline its role in preparing
graduates for professional life, enhancing language
proficiency, and fostering intercultural competence.
International authors (P. Ball, J. Brewster, D. Coyle,
T. Gerdes, D. Marsh) emphasize CLIL’s potential to
improve fluency and accuracy through meaningful
content engagement. Coyle, Hood, and Marsh show
that CLIL supports both language development and
cognitive growth, while also strengthening critical
thinking and academic performance.

Overall, existing studies confirm CLIL as a prom-
ising methodology for equipping learners with lin-
guistic and academic skills for a globalized world,
provided that institutional and methodological bar-
riers are addressed.

Objective setting. This article aims to explore the
potential of integrating CLIL into the Ukrainian edu-
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cational system, assessing both its benefits and chal-
lenges [1; 6]. Key objectives include evaluating the
potential benefits of CLIL for language proficiency
and content knowledge; analyzing challenges faced
by educators during implementation [8; 11]; examin-
ing how CLIL can be incorporated into the national
curriculum and teacher training [8; 11]; offering rec-
ommendations for adapting CLIL to local contexts to
enhance educational reforms in Ukraine.

Main material. The theoretical Framework of
CLIL is grounded in several theories:

— Immersion theory, suggesting that immersion
in a foreign language promotes natural acquisition,
integrating linguistic and academic content [1;3].

— Constructivist learning, emphasizing active
engagement with content and facilitating deeper
learning through exploration and problem-solving [6].

— Cognitive load theory, aiming to balance cog-
nitive demands of processing content while learning
a language, ensuring effective learning without over-
whelming students [7].

All the mentioned theories prove benefits of
CLIL, namely:

— enhanced language proficiency, as CLIL
improves foreign language skills within contextual
frameworks, leading to higher fluency and accuracy
compared to traditional language courses [1; 9];

— cognitive benefits, promoting critical thinking
and problem-solving, vital for intellectual growth,
which are often underemphasized in traditional
instruction;

— cultural awareness, as CLIL exposes students
to diverse cultures, enhancing intercultural under-
standing crucial in a multicultural world [9; 10];

— motivation and engagement, because students
are more motivated to learn languages when they
see practical applications in subjects like science
and history.

While CLIL offers clear advantages, challenges in
its implementation remain. A primary issue is the need
for thorough teacher training; many educators, espe-
cially in Ukraine [8; 11], lack adequate preparation in
both subject matter and foreign languages. Adapting
the curriculum is also challenging, as it requires new
materials and bilingual resources that are often lim-
ited [11]. Additionally, students may struggle with
complex subjects in a second language, particularly
if their proficiency is low. Finally, the availability of
educational resources is crucial for successful CLIL
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implementation, and these resources are often lack-
ing in rural or underfunded areas.

CLIL Implementation in Ukrainian schools:
case studies. CLIL merges foreign language instruc-
tion with academic subjects, offering an immer-
sive learning experience that is increasingly vital
in today’s globalized educational landscape. In the
Ukrainian context, CLIL presents significant poten-
tial for enhancing students’ language skills and aca-
demic understanding through the introduction of
bilingual courses beginning in middle school. This
approach not only promotes the acquisition of for-
eign languages but also fosters interdisciplinary
collaboration, preparing students for participation
in international academic and professional environ-
ments. The authors of the study analyze several cases
of CLIL implementing in Ukrainiain schools.

Case study 1: Kyiv International School (KIS) has
been implementing CLIL since 2015, using English
as the primary language of instruction for its diverse
international student body. CLIL was particularly
applied to subjects such as science and history, cre-
ating opportunities for students to simultaneously
develop subjectknowledge and linguistic competence.

The outcomes of the initiative were significant.
Students demonstrated measurable progress in
English language proficiency, particularly in their
ability to articulate subject-specific knowledge within
academic contexts. Moreover, CLIL increased stu-
dent motivation by linking language learning to real-
world applications, thereby strengthening engage-
ment with both linguistic and disciplinary content.
Enhanced academic performance was also observed
in CLIL-supported subjects, confirming the value of
the dual focus.

Lessons learned at KIS underline the necessity of
systematic teacher training, which included profes-
sional development workshops dedicated to CLIL
methodology and cross-disciplinary collaboration.
Furthermore, the development of tailored teaching
materials played a crucial role in aligning language
and content objectives, ensuring the bilingual nature
of instruction was adequately supported.

Case study 2: In 2018, Lviv Secondary School
No. 25 adopted CLIL as part of a pilot program aimed
at strengthening foreign language instruction and
enhancing students’ international competitiveness.
The initiative focused on integrating English into
STEM subjects at grades 9 and 10. Implementation
relied on extensive teacher training, emphasizing the
creation of context-rich, interactive tasks to support
comprehension.

The outcomes confirmed the effectiveness of the
approach. Students exhibited improved performance
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in STEM disciplines and demonstrated growing bilin-
gual competence, particularly in academic English.
Additionally, parents and the local community
expressed strong support for the bilingual initiative,
highlightingitsperceived benefits for global education.

Nonetheless, certain challenges emerged.
Traditional assessment practices were often inad-
equate for measuring both content mastery and lan-
guage proficiency, requiring innovative evaluative
approaches. Teachers also had to address language
barriers among students, using visual aids and peer
collaboration to bridge differences in English profi-
ciency. Crucially, the school’s supportive environ-
ment, grounded in collegial cooperation, facilitated
the effective planning and execution of CLIL lessons.

Case study 3:In 2019, Vinnytsia School of Foreign
Languages integrated CLIL into subjects including
geography, history, and literature. Implementation
was marked by flexible approaches and strong col-
laboration between language teachers and subject
specialists, ensuring that English-medium instruction
was both linguistically accessible and content-rich.

The outcomes extended beyond language acqui-
sition. Students developed cross-disciplinary know-
ledge and demonstrated the ability to apply English
to real-world situations, particularly in the human-
ities. Increased learner autonomy, deeper engagement
with subject matter, and enhanced critical thinking
were notable results. Furthermore, students reported
a heightened interest in pursuing studies abroad,
reflecting greater confidence in their preparedness
for international academic contexts.

Key lessons from this case emphasize the import-
ance of gradual implementation. A phased approach
allowed teachers and students to adapt to the demands
of CLIL, reducing resistance and anxiety associated
with abrupt pedagogical change. Equally significant
was the collaboration between subject and language
instructors, which provided students with cohesive
and integrated learning experiences. Continuous
assessment and feedback also emerged as essential
for refining both pedagogical strategies and evalua-
tive methods.

These case studies collectively demonstrate the
potential of CLIL to simultaneously advance lan-
guage proficiency and subject-specific knowledge
among Ukrainian students. The positive outcomes,
including improved academic results, heightened
motivation, increased autonomy, and strengthened
bilingual competence, underline the transformative
potential of CLIL in the national educational context.
At the same time, the challenges related to teacher
training, material development, and assessment high-
light areas requiring sustained attention.
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The experiences collectively provide valuable
insights into effective CLIL practices. These lessons
establish a foundation for expanding bilingual educa-
tion in Ukraine, offering strategies for future implemen-
tation and adaptation to various institutional contexts.

Policy considerations for integrating CLIL into the
Ukrainian education system. The successful imple-
mentation of CLIL in Ukraine depends not only on
pedagogical practices and classroom-level outcomes
but also on broader policy decisions. One of the most
critical questions concerns the status of CLIL within
the national education system: whether it should be
introduced as an elective or a mandatory component
of the curriculum. This issue directly affects access-
ibility, teacher training, educational outcomes, and
the overall pace of integration.

Elective status of CLIL. Introducing CLIL as an
elective offers schools the flexibility to adapt the
methodology to their local contexts and allows for
experimentation with various subjects and instruc-
tional strategies. This approach fosters student
agency, as motivated learners often show greater
engagement and ownership of their education.
Additionally, focusing teacher training on smaller
cohorts can ease initial systemic strain. However, the
elective model has limitations. It may limit access
for motivated yet disadvantaged students, especially
in rural areas with fewer resources [11]. Moreover,
fragmented implementation could hinder the estab-
lishment of a coherent national CLIL framework,
preventing all students from benefiting equally from
the advantages of integrated learning.

Mandatory status of CLIL. A mandatory approach
would ensure that all students, regardless of socio-
economic background, gain access to CLIL instruc-
tion [11]. By embedding CLIL systematically into the
curriculum, Ukraine could guarantee comprehensive
language development, strengthen interdisciplinary
thinking, and enhance the global competitiveness of
its graduates. Such an approach aligns with broader
European educational trends, where bilingual and
multilingual education is increasingly viewed as a
necessity in preparing students for international aca-
demic and professional environments. At the same
time, making CLIL compulsory presents consider-
able challenges. Large-scale implementation requires
extensive teacher training, the development of bilin-
gual teaching materials, and structural adjustments
to curricula. Without adequate preparation, manda-
tory CLIL could increase educator workload, create
resistance among students and parents, and exacer-
bate disparities between urban and rural institutions.

Making CLIL compulsory poses significant
challenges, including the need for extensive teacher
training, bilingual materials, and curriculum adjust-
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ments. Without proper preparation, it could increase
teacher workload, lead to resistance from students
and parents, and widen gaps between urban and
rural schools.

Extending CLIL to higher education and profes-
sional pathways. While much of the discussion sur-
rounding CLIL in Ukraine has focused on primary
and secondary schools, its implementation at the
university level presents equally significant oppor-
tunities. Universities, as institutions that prepare stu-
dents for professional life and global citizenship, are
uniquely positioned to leverage CLIL for developing
advanced linguistic competence alongside disciplin-
ary expertise [8].

Introducing CLIL in secondary education creates
a continuum that eases students’ transition to higher
education. School graduates who have participated
in bilingual programs enter universities with greater
confidence in engaging with academic content in
English or other foreign languages. This prepared-
ness reduces the cognitive and affective barriers often
associated with English-medium instruction at the
tertiary level.

Moreover, early exposure to CLIL allows students
to explore academic disciplines through a foreign
language lens, potentially influencing their career
choices. In this sense, CLIL not only fosters bilingual
competence but also supports informed decision-mak-
ing regarding future academic and career paths.

The integration of CLIL into higher education
enhances the internationalization of Ukrainian uni-
versities by aligning them with European Higher
Education Area (EHEA) practices and promoting
English-medium instruction. It also supports aca-
demic mobility, preparing students for international
exchanges and graduate studies abroad, while improv-
ing employability through the development of pro-
fessional knowledge and advanced language skills.

Successful CLIL implementation requires lin-
guistic preparation and curricular adjustments, often
involving collaborative teaching models that inte-
grate subject and language instruction. This approach
fosters critical thinking, problem-solving, and inter-
cultural communication.

Beyond undergraduate studies, CLIL supports
lifelong learning and professional development,
especially in fields like business and technology
where English proficiency is crucial. Graduates gain
the adaptability and resilience needed to thrive in
diverse work environments.

Ultimately, CLIL serves as a bridge between edu-
cation and professional development, helping stu-
dents acquire disciplinary knowledge and language
competence, and supporting Ukraine’s educational
modernization and global competitiveness goals.
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Pros and cons of CLIL in the Ukrainian educa-
tional context. CLIL has emerged as a significant
pedagogical innovation in contemporary education,
particularly for countries striving to enhance for-
eign language proficiency while maintaining subject
knowledge acquisition [10; 12]. In the Ukrainian edu-
cational context, CLIL holds particular relevance as
the system seeks to align more closely with European
educational standards and to strengthen students’
competitiveness in a globalized world. However,
despite its potential advantages, CLIL implementa-
tion is also accompanied by a range of challenges that
must be critically examined.

CLIL offers several advantages, notably enhan-
cing language proficiency by integrating foreign
languages, particularly English, into subject instruc-
tion. This approach fosters authentic language use
and helps students develop critical thinking, prob-
lem-solving, and metacognitive skills. Additionally,
CLIL boosts motivation and engagement by linking
language with meaningful content, promoting inter-
disciplinary learning, and preparing students for
global communication. Its focus on collaborative
tasks also nurtures teamwork and interpersonal skills,
important in today’s educational and professional
environments [6; 10].

Challenges of CLIL. Despite these advantages,
the implementation of CLIL poses notable difficul-
ties. Foremost among them is the issue of teacher
preparedness: effective CLIL requires educators
who are proficient in both foreign language and
subject content, yet in Ukraine such professionals
remain in short supply. Curriculum design also pre-
sents challenges, as instructional materials must
integrate content and language in balanced and con-
text-appropriate ways. From the student perspec-
tive, CLIL can increase cognitive load, particularly
for those with limited foreign language proficiency.
This often results in stress, reduced motivation, or
incomplete mastery of subject knowledge when lan-
guage barriers hinder comprehension. In terms of
equity, CLIL tends to be more accessible in urban,
well-funded institutions, which risks widening edu-
cational disparities between urban and rural con-
texts. Finally, cultural and parental resistance may
emerge, particularly in communities concerned
about the preservation of native language compe-
tence or wary of educational innovations that may
be perceived as undermining national identity [8; 6].

Overall, CLIL represents a promising tool for
strengthening language education in Ukraine, offer-
ing a pathway toward bilingual competence, inter-
disciplinary understanding, and greater international
competitiveness. Nevertheless, without substantial
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investment in teacher training, curriculum adaptation,
and equitable resource allocation, the risks of cogni-
tive overload, content gaps, and unequal access may
undermine its effectiveness. To maximize the bene-
fits of CLIL, Ukraine must adopt context-sensitive
strategies that balance innovation with inclusivity,
ensuring that the approach supports both linguistic
and academic development for all learners [11, 12].

Recommendations for the introduction of CLIL in
the Ukrainian education system. The integration of
CLIL into the Ukrainian educational context requires
a carefully structured approach that balances peda-
gogical innovation with systemic feasibility. While
the benefits of CLIL in terms of language acquisition,
subject knowledge development, and international-
ization of education are well-documented in global
scholarship, its large-scale adoption in Ukraine
necessitates targeted recommendations.

CLIL should be framed as part of broader edu-
cational reforms designed to improve the qual-
ity of foreign language teaching and to strengthen
Ukraine’s alignment with European educational
standards. A national framework is essential to
define the objectives, stages, and mechanisms for
monitoring CLIL implementation across primary,
secondary, and tertiary levels. Such policy guidance
would provide a unified direction, preventing frag-
mentation in practice and ensuring equitable access
to CLIL instruction.

The shortage of qualified educators skilled in both
foreign languages and subject content is a major bar-
rier to CLIL implementation. To address this, teacher
education must invest in specialized CLIL modules
to enhance subject teachers' language skills and
equip language teachers with subject knowledge.
Collaborative teaching models, where subject and
language teachers work together, can be effective.
Continuous professional development, such as work-
shops and online training, is essential for teachers to
stay updated on CLIL methodologies.

Additionally, appropriate learning materials are
crucial. The Ukrainian curriculum should be revised
to integrate language instruction with subject content.
Developing bilingual resources like textbooks and
digital platforms is necessary. A phased introduction
of CLIL, starting with simplified topics in early grades
and advancing to complex subjects, is advisable.

CLIL should be introduced in Ukraine through
pilot projects in select schools and universities to
evaluate teaching models, teacher collaboration,
and student support. Findings from these pilots
will inform large-scale policies, ensuring strategies
are based on empirical evidence and tailored to the
Ukrainian educational context.
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Implementing CLIL offers linguistic and cognitive ~ CLIL fosters cognitive processing, critical thinking,
benefits and can help students explore academic and  and intercultural competence essential for today’s
career paths, encouraging informed decisions about  global environment [1].
their future. At the tertiary level, CLIL prepares stu- In universities, CLIL can boost internationali-
dents for academic mobility and global competitive-  zation and academic competitiveness by offering
ness, utilizing scaffolding techniques like glossaries  specialized courses in English, equipping students
and visual aids to support comprehension. with professional vocabulary and preparing them

Ongoing research, including longitudinal studies,  for global research collaborations and job markets.
is vital for the sustainable development of CLIL. This integration also aligns Ukraine’s education with
Attention must be given to regional differences in  European standards, producing graduates capable of
resourcesandteacheravailability. Collaborationamong  thriving in multilingual contexts.
researchers, educators, and policymakers will ensure In conclusion, despite the challenges of imple-
evidence-based decisions that meet evolving needs.  menting CLIL, its potential to enhance language edu-

Conclusions. Integrating CLIL into Ukraine’s  cation and professional training makes it a promising
educational framework offers significant opportun-  direction for national educational policy, bridging
ities for enhancing language proficiency and subject  school and university practices for lifelong learning
knowledge. By focusing on content-based learning,  and successful global integration.
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